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KVCOG Announces $670,000 in EDA Revolving Loan Funds Now Available
to Lend; New Resiliency Series Launched to Provide Information
and Resources for Kennebec Valley
The Kennebec Valley Council of Governments (KVCOG) is pleased to announce a federal investment of $670,000 to expand KVCOG’s Revolving Loan
Fund (RLF). These funds, distributed by the U.S. Economic Development
Administration (EDA), have been made available through the CARES Act and
will allow KVCOG to make significant new investments in our regional econoReady, set – let’s eat out!
my by supporting small businesses, employment, and entrepreneurship in
We will once again be holding our Takeout Challenge contest to help out our the Kennebec Valley. At the conclusion of this RLF funding period, June 30,
restaurants, cafes and eateries at a time when they need us the most. We all 2022, KVCOG will have the authority to determine how to lend these funds
enjoyed eating outside on decks and patios, or frequenting our favorite plac- going forward.
es while the weather was nice. Now that the temperatures have cooled off,
our restaurants are hurting – many have had to curtail hours, or staff to align “This investment could not come at a better time for Maine and our region’s
with the amount of business coming through the doors. So, it is not as easy
economy,” stated KVCOG Community Resilience Coordinator, William Harto find places to eat outside our homes.
per. “This expansion of our RLF will allow KVCOG to address an economic

If you can still get food at your favorite hangout and feel a comfort level to
do so – by all means, help them keep on keeping on. But for those who may
not be comfortable eating inside for the next few weeks and would rather be
in the comfort of your own home, please consider ordering takeout to continue helping those who kept you fed in the past.

gap in access to capital that our constituents continue to report to us in the
wake of the coronavirus by allowing us to provide funding to our small business community to relieve some immediate concerns and address the new
realities of doing business in the midst of a pandemic.”

We all must eat, even during the pandemic – we’d simply like to reward you
for doing so.

These funds are earmarked to alleviate sudden and severe economic dislocation caused by the pandemic, to provide permanent resources to support
For the next 8 weeks, you can enter to win a $25 Damon’s Beverage gift card economic resiliency, and to further the long-term economic objectives of the
simply by sending us your takeout receipts for food ordered at any of our
Kennebec Valley. The funds are intended to help start-ups, as well as existing
Chamber member eateries. It’s easy to enter, and win – just scan, email,
small and mid-sized businesses with growth, expansion, investment in equipsnap a photo, mail or drop off a copy of your receipt. Emails may be sent to ment and facilities, or opportunities to pivot in the face of the pandemic.
cindy@midmainechamber.com. Entries may also be mailed or dropped at
Examples of how funding can be used include: investment in an online store,
the Chamber office – 50 Elm St., Waterville. Be sure to include a contact
improvement of a website, or expansion of online presence; renovation or
number, in the event you are our winner. Weekly winners will be drawn at
expansion of facilities to increase capacity or improve customer experience;
random and notified by phone or email.
or the purchase or replacement of equipment that could increase productivity or efficiency.
Check for restaurant take-out hours and website information at the link on
the Chamber’s website: www.midmainechamber.com/takeoutchallenge.
This list will expand as we receive additional information as to eateries offer- “With this new loan program, KVCOG will provide technical assistance to
help you navigate this program and identify other important resources to
ing takeout.
help your business remain resilient through the current pandemic or other
hardships that may come your way in future,” said KVCOG Community Resilience Coordinator Robyn Stanicki.
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New to this CARES Act RLF is the availability of extremely favorable terms
including interest rates as low as 0% and waiver of typical RLF requirements,
such as providing leveraged capital or proving credit unavailability. To be
eligible for this new Revolving Loan Fund, businesses must be located in
Kennebec, Somerset, or western Waldo counties. More information, including the application for funding, can be found at www.kvcog.org/rlf.
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Brandi Meisner, Chair of the Board • Kimberly N. Lindlof, president & CEO

KV Connect Blood Drive
December 15

•

Sponsored Blood Drive with
American Red Cross

•

Collected 23 Units of Blood
in 3 hours!

•

Each unit of blood can help
up to 3 people!

•

7 First-time donors

Looking to develop future leaders from your employee pool? If your business has employees 21-40 years
of age, please let them know about KV Connect. KV
Connect is the region’s young professional organization dedicated to connecting young people not only
to each other but to the many resources our community has to offer. It seeks to positively impact the
community through economic, social, political, and
community service initiatives.
FMI: www.kvconnect.org or
samantha.burdick@gmail.com

Did you miss the last Business Breakfast presentation by
Nancy Marshall on January 14th on how small businesses
can beat COVID-19? See the video and presentation here
https://vimeo.com/500915051. You can also catch Business Breakfast airings on CrossroadsTV on Mondays at
6:00 a.m., Thursdays and Fridays at 6:00 p.m., Saturdays
at 9:00 a.m., and Sunday at 10:00 a.m. Happy viewing
and thank you, Nancy!

Jan. 14 Business Breakfast attendees L to R: Nancy Marshall,
Nancy Marshall Communications; Jordan Rowan, Lockwood
Hotel; Joy McKenna, MaineGeneral.

Mid-Maine Chamber Calendar
Tues., Feb. 9
Tues., Feb. 16
Fri., Feb. 19
Wed., Feb. 24
Fri., Feb. 26
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7:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:30 a.m.
7:30 a.m.

Public Policy
Executive Committee
KV Connect Steering
Marketing/Membership
Board of Directors

JOSEPH B. EZHAYA
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Joe Ezhaya was a community leader who distinguished himself with his warmth, enthusiasm, generosity and particularly, his friendships.
Successful candidates for this scholarship should share Joe’s interest in citizenship,
community service and exemplify his spirit and vitality.
Applicants must: Be currently attending a Mid-Maine Chamber area high school:
Lawrence, Winslow, Mt. View, Waterville, Messalonskee, MCI, Erskine, Temple Academy or MeANS School. Maintain an academic average of a “C” or better. Must complete a required essay on citizenship. Must show evidence of community service and
involvement. Be enrolled in an accredited New England College or University.
This is now a 4-year scholarship and $750 will be given upon completion of the
1st semester. Deadline is April 28, 2021.

Mid-Maine Chamber Partners with the
Morning Sentinel for 2021 Best of the Best

Concerned About Gun Safety?
The Gun Coalition will send FREE trigger locks, overnight, to
people who request them.
Email triggerlocks@mainegunsafety.org
to receive yours.

Where’s Lisa?
A co-promotion with Cruisin’ Country 93.5, Lisa Riportella travels the midMaine area, exploring local businesses. Each Wednesday, Lisa offers a 1-2 minute video, with hints as to her location. Readers are encouraged to enter their
best guesses on Facebook, in response to the Where’s Lisa? posts. Correct
guesses earn the responder a chance to win a $25 Mid-Maine Chamber gift certificate. Watch for Where’s Lisa on Facebook Wednesdays and get in to win!

Vote for your favorite local establishment in the Best
of the Best Reader’s Choice Contest in the Morning
Sentinel, where it is truly the Readers Choice! This
program is offered by the Morning Sentinel with
support from the Mid-Maine, Skowhegan and Franklin County Chambers of Commerce. The ballot publication will run multiple times in the newspaper until
the deadline for voting ends on Friday, February 19.
You can also vote online at www.centralmaine.com/
bestofthebest. Votes will be tabulated for 1st, 2nd,
and 3rd place finishers to be featured in a second
publication in March. 1st place winners will receive a
plaque, 2nd and 3rd place winners a frameable certificate, and all get bragging rights! If you would like
to place an ad in the special section to promote your
business to the Morning Sentinel readership, call
Bridget Campbell at 861-9155.

This space is available for your
sponsorship! Contact Patricia at
Mid-Maine Chamber - 873-3315

24 HOURS
365 DAYS
A YEAR!
CHAMPIONS FITNESS CLUB
is now open 24/7!
30 Elm Plaza, Waterville, ME 04901
(207) 873-0571
www.championsfitnessclub.com
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Calendar Of Events
Feb. 2—12:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Writing a Business Plan Part 1—
Narrative: Vision & Mission Statements.
http://www.portlandme.score.org
Feb. 2—8:30—10:00 a.m. KVCOG, Help
My Business Now! New Funding and Resources Info Session; Free. Call 207-4534258 for more information.
Feb. 9—12:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Writing a Business Plan Part 2—
Narrative: Value Proposition.
http://www.portlandme.score.org
Feb. 16—12:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Writing a Business Plan Part 3—
Narrative: Revenue Drivers.
http://www.portlandme.score.org

Feb. 16—9:00 a.m.—2 p.m. Learn more
about the 150 career options the U.S.
Army has to offer at the New England
Virtual Career Fair. Register before Feb.
15 at: https://tinyurl.com/y6osqj9k
Feb. 18—5:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Getting Started with Social Media Part 1
http://www.portlandme.score.org
Feb. 25—12:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Funding Your Business http://
www.portlandme.score.org
Feb. 25—5:00 p.m. SCORE Portland
Getting Started with Social Media Part 2
http://www.portlandme.score.org
Feb. 27 —3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. weigh in.
Snow Pond Ice Fishing Derby, $5 per
ticket - 1 ticket per fish at weigh-in.

Your Business
could star in an
upcoming
Chamber Chatter
Video!

Recently, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza launched Ascent, the online digital
learning platform for women small business owners. Ascent is the first-of-its-kind
online resource specifically designed to
help the nearly 10 million American women entrepreneurs grow and scale their
small business utilizing a modern, elearning experience specifically targeted
for female entrepreneurs who want to
grow or scale their existing business. All
content is backed by research on the
needs of empowering women business
owners and female entrepreneurs.

Want your business featured in an upcoming
Chamber Chatter video? Give us a call at 207-8733315 and we’ll schedule you in — we do all the hard
work, you just be you and show us what makes your
business special!
Tune in to a new Chamber Chatter video with Host
Nate Towne every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. on
Facebook. Thank you to our generous Chamber
Chatter sponsors, Aroma Joe’s and
Maine Technology Group!
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Best Western Plus, 375 Main Street, Waterville

February 11

February 11
7:15–9:00 a.m.

12:00-1:00 p.m.

Human Resources Law & Best Practices in Challenging Times, Peter
Lowe of Brann & Isaacson Attorneys will cover new workplace laws,
best practices for workplace safety and compliance, legal issues surrounding remote telework, key policies and practices for employers.
Pre-register today, call 207-873-3315.
Major Sponsors:

Making Local Food Accessible with Digital Technology with David
Stone Founder of Forager. Links to the Zoom presentation will be
available on the Tech Night web page as the date gets closer at
http://www.centralmaine.org.
Sponsored by:
Beverage Sponsor:

Media & Video
Sponsors
Harold Alfond Institute
for Business Innovation

Presented By

February 17

4:00–5:00 p.m.
Join MMCC and friends for a virtual Business After Hours. This event will
still offer a great opportunity to “mix & mingle” with other business professionals. We will be offering the virtual mic around the screen to anyone who wants to take the opportunity to speak and let us know what
your business has been doing. Join us for trivia and a chance to win “real”
prizes in a virtual format. Visit MidMaineChamber.com to register.

February 24
4:30–5:30 p.m.
This is your opportunity to interact with area business owners and
meet some of our new representatives Reps will offer legislative
updates and information on new bills being considered. Additional
Zoom registration info available at www.midmainechamber.com on
the “Meet The Reps” tab.
Sponsored by:

Sponsored by :

Beverage Sponsor:

KNOWLESMECHANICAL.COM
(207) 445-4092

Commercial & Residential
Plumbing * Heating * Ventilation
A/C * Refrigeration * Core Boring
Metal Fab * Sales and Service
Installs, Maintenance and
24 Hour Energy Service
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Member News
AnnRuel Home Inspection is moving to 11 Church
Street, Oakland. Congratulations!
Congratulations A2Z Computing Services, Inc. on
25 years in business!
HealthReach Community Health Centers is
pleased to announce that in 2021, Brenda Stevens
will serve as HealthReach’s Board Chair, and Ann
Nicholson will join the organization’s board.
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What About Maine?
Chamber Gift Certificate
Winners
During Shop Small Saturday Mid-Maine weekend, Mid-Maine Chamber worked with What
About Maine Trivia Magazine for its monthly
trivia contest. Announced in December,
five winners received
$50 Mid-Maine Chamber Gift Certificates,
good at over 180 local
businesses. The winners
were: Sue Fisher, Oakland; Trinity Camren,
Albion; Laurie Philbrick,
Waterville; Joanne Rose,
Winslow and Twila Damon, Windsor. Watch for
future contests at
www.whataboutmaine.c
om.

People News

New Members

Catherine Chamberlin, DO at Bethel Family Health Center will be assuming
the position of Assistant Medical Director at HealthReach Community
Health Centers in January 2021.
The staff at HealthReach Community Health Centers will welcome Susan
Chase, PMHNP to its three health centers in Albion, Coopers Mills and Richmond this year. Welcome, Susan!
Happy Retirement to Barbara Piotti, LCSW and Director of the Outpatient
and Substance Use Disorder Services, who’s completed 35 of compassionate
service at Kennebec Behavioral Health. And congratulations to Jacqueline
Charity, LCSW who will take over in this role, and will continue building the
legacy of excellent outpatient service.
Nicholson, Michaud & Nadeau, CPAs is extremely pleased to announce that
Reginald Perry CPA/ABV, CFF, CVA, MAFF has joined the firm as Director of
Business Transitions and Valuations! Welcome, Reg!
Nicholson, Michaud & Nadeau, CPAs announce that the accounting practice
of Emerson & Associates, CPAs, formerly located in Madison, has joined
Nicholson, Michaud & Nadeau! Rhonda Emerson, CPA has been in practice
for more than 25 years and will continue to provide quality services to her
clients remotely. Please join us in welcoming Rhonda!

Upcoming Ribbon Cutting!
Drip City Arcade Bar

Sponsored by:

February 24 @ 12:00 p.m.
99 West River Road
Former Joseph’s Fireside
Steakhouse Location

Chamber Energy – Solar Offset Tree Tracker

8 Trees
Saved in
December!

Gorham Bike & Ski
Paul Dennis
50 Concourse West
Waterville, Maine 04937
207-660-6761
www.gorhambike.com
Mainely Bookkeeping Services LLC
Kate Poulin
http://mainelybookkeeping.com
207-692-3900
Nathan H Towne Communications
18 Common Street #207
Waterville, ME 04901

207-232-6005
Aurora Healthcare
Dawn LeVasseur, BSN, MSN, MHA, FNP-C
32 College Avenue
Waterville, Maine 04901
www.aurorahealth4me.com
Sweet Dirt
Rebecca Henry
475 Kennedy Memorial Drive
Waterville, ME 04901
207-387-0661
www.sweetdirt.com
New England Clean Energy Connect
Thorn Dickinson
One City Center, 5th Floor
Portland, ME 04101
207-688-1284
www.necleanenergyconnect.org
The Shyft Group Duramag, LLC
Lisa Madore
977 W. River Road #3
Waterville, Maine 04901
207-660-4700
www.theshyftgroup.com

Track proposed legislation:
Legislative Documents
http://legislature.maine.gov/
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Member Spotlight - Goodwill Industries
Your local Goodwill Northern New
•
England store would like to thank you
for your recent donations, that have
not only helped the earth, but to fulfill •
its mission to help people build stable
lives. Perhaps you’ve seen the lines?
Recently Goodwill Northern New Eng•
land shared this message about what
happens to donated items; we
thought it was worth sharing with you
•
as well as we know you're curious.
A lot of people ask, "what happens to
my old donated stuff?" Well, your old
stuff is on a fascinating, sustainability •
journey!
Last year alone, donors like you helped keep over 60 million
pounds of stuff out of the landfill. Those donations would com•
pletely fill enough tractor trailers to stretch for 25 miles, bumper-to
-bumper. As your donations make their way through Goodwill's
•
system, they have many opportunities for a second (third, fourth...)
chance:

Goodwill stores accept donations and resell quality secondhand items which fund programs like Workforce services, NeuroRehab services and group homes.
Goodwill Buy The Pound outlets sell items that didn’t sell in
the retail stores at reduced prices. Local resellers often shop
at the outlets to support their resell businesses (also perfect
for anyone looking for a deal or thrill of the thrift).
Goodwill Wiping Cloths use unsold shirts and cut them into
cleaning cloths used by local boat builders, artisans or you
when you repaint your house.
GoodTech refurbishes and resells quality electronics in stores
and online, as well as provides computers to our Technology
Access Program.
Goodwill works with organizations like homeless shelters,
schools, Scout troops and animal rescues and provides them
with donations that help their work: things like blankets, silverware, stuffed animals, sleeping bags and more.
Business partners purchase bulk stuffed animals, pots and
pans, DVD cases and much more for re-use.
Plastics, metals and textiles are recycled, and the trash is
used as last resort.

New Chamber benefit: MaineBiz will offer a print subscription to all
Chamber members who are not current subscribers.

Disclaimer: Mid-Maine Chamber’s InTouch newsletter is published monthly as a benefit to members and affiliates. All member news is compiled and submitted solely by our members; therefore, we reserve the right to omit and/or edit as appropriate and cannot guarantee complete accuracy of all
8 announcements. Sponsorship inserts do not necessarily reflect the position of Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce.

LOCATION: Best Western Plus—375 Main Street, Waterville, ME

Thursday, February 11—7:15 to 9 a.m.

Human Resources Law and Best Practices in Challenging Times:
Our presenter is Peter Lowe of Brann & Isaacson Attorneys. Peter will
cover new workplace laws, best practices for workplace safety and
compliance, legal issues surrounding remote telework and key policies
and practices for employers.
Take this opportunity to network with other business leaders
and to join Peter and your Chamber for a discussion that will benefit
human resources professionals at any level of your organization.
Some items regarding CDC guidelines for attendance: out of concern for the safety of
attendees, attendance at this indoor event will be limited to a maximum of 50 persons.
Tables and seating will also be spaced out, and a plated breakfast will be provided. Masks
are requested to be worn for registration, and when seated, unless eating. Separate
entrance and exits minimize passage of attendees. Masks and hand sanitizer will be provided.

Pre-Register Today:

Cost per person: $20 members; $27 at the door and non-members.
TO REGISTER: E-mail: Cindy@midmainechamber.com • PHONE: 873-3315 • FAX: 877-0087
(PLEASE NOTE: Cancellations must be two (2) business days prior to the event to avoid being charged.)
Thank you to our 2021 Business Breakfast Sponsors:

Print media
sponsor

Radio sponsor

Video sponsor

Best Western Plus - Colby/Coburn Rm. - 375 Main St., Waterville - 7:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.

January 14:

10 Tips for How Your Small Business Can Beat COVID-19: Nancy Marshall of Marshall Communications
will offer tips to address how businesses and business leaders can embrace adaptability, exercise empathy in
the workplace, and take action to assure success during and after the pandemic.

February 11: Human Resources Law and Best Practices in Challenging Times: Peter Lowe of Brann & Isaacson
Attorneys will cover new workplace laws, best practices for workplace safety and compliance, legal issues
surrounding remote telework and key policies and practices for employers.
March 11:

Leveraging Community Marketing Opportunities: Founder & CEO of MXH Marketing, Mary Haley will
discuss what community marketing opportunities really are and how to leverage them to engage current
customers, attract new ones, and get the best return on your investment.

April 8:

Engaging the Generational Divide: Career Management Associates CEO David Ciullo will address the
effectiveness of organizations in valuing and creating a culture where all generations thrive and engagement
soars, capitalizing on the strengths of different workstyles to communicate better, lessen conflict, and achieve
results.

May 13:

Cannabis Panel: Local business leaders Dawson Julia (East Coast CBD), Ryan Poulin (New Dimensions
FCU), Bill Rafuse (GHM Agency) and Erik Gundersen (State Office of Marijuana Policy) will address changes
and updates in the cannabis market with regard to retail/growing, insurance, finance and regulations.

Sept. 9:

Business Panel: The Pivots to Success During COVID-19 and Beyond: Business owners Chris Gaunce
(Central Maine Motors Auto Group), Mike Fortin (Fortin’s Home Furnishings), Robin Samalus-Getchell (The
Robin’s Nest) speak to their challenges/successes and offer helpful tips to continue to flourish during and after
the pandemic.

Oct. 7:

Legislative topic to be determined.

Nov. 4:

Help for Small Businesses: A speaker from CEI will share multiple resources available to small businesses
including outlets for payroll challenge, business maintenance or expansion and helpful contacts and program
information.

Dec. 2:

In the Arena: A Discussion About Leadership: Sen. Matt Pouliot and Amanda Olson (of Maine Mushroom
Co.) will explore the varying challenges that leaders face in their respective roles.

Cost per person: $20 members; $27 at the door and non-members.
Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce, 50 Elm Street, Waterville, ME 04901-6015
TO REGISTER: E-mail: Cindy@midmainechamber.com • PHONE: 873-3315 • FAX: 877-0087
(PLEASE NOTE: Cancellations must be two (2) business days prior to the event to avoid being charged.)
All CDC protocols and procedures are followed for this in-person programming.

Proudly sponsored by:

Print media
sponsor

Radio
sponsor

Video
sponsor

Presented by:

Invite you to join us

for a virtual

MEET THE REPS
February 24, 2021
4:30—5:30 p.m.
Don’t miss out! This is your opportunity to virtually meet and ask
questions of your State and local representatives and hear about
important legislative updates.
This interactive session will be held via Zoom.
A registration link for the event can be found on our website:
www.midmainechamber.com.
This event is proudly sponsored by:

Mainely

BOOKKEEPING
Services
ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS
Start the New Year with a resolution to have your books organized! Wouldn't
it be great to have the ability to know your bottom line EVERY MONTH?
I can do that for you! Treat yourself...you'll be glad you did!

YOU'RE BUSY...I CAN HELP!
Bookkeeping isn’t glamorous but it's an important part of a small business.
I’ll take the weight off your shoulders, so you can focus on what really
matters – running and growing your business!
I work with solopreneurs and small businesses to stop that overwhelming
feeling and give you peace of mind that your books are taken care of.

I want you and your business to succeed.
If I’m managing your books, we’re a team and we’re in this together.
Schedule your FREE consultation online today!

Kate Poulin - Bookkeeping Professional
mainelybookkeeping.com
kate@mainelybookkeeping.com
207-692-3900

~Your Virtual Bookkeeper~
Bookkeeping made easy and stress free!
Monthly Bookkeeping
Clean up/Catch up

Accounts Receivable Management
Accounts Payable Management

Packages and pricing adjust to fit YOUR needs!
Quarterly Package starting at $175 per month
Monthly subscription to QuickBooks Online (cloud-based accounting software)
Monthly recording, classifying and reconciling up to 2 bank/credit card accounts
Up to 50 transactions monthly
3 financial reports in terms you understand per quarter
Unlimited email support
Up to 1 hour per quarter of phone/video conferencing consultation and support

Monthly Package starting at $300 per month
Monthly subscription to QuickBooks Online (cloud-based accounting software)
Monthly recording, classifying and reconciling up to 3 bank/credit card accounts
Up to 100 transactions monthly
3 financial reports in terms you understand per month
Unlimited email support
Up to 1 hour per month of phone/video conferencing consultation and support

Clean Up/Catch Up (fee varies based on your needs)
Review of classification and reconciliation of all bank/credit card accounts
Reclassify transactions for accuracy
Cleanup existing accounting software - Review of Accounts Receivable, Accounts
Payable, Note Payable/Loan Amortization, Fixed Assets/Depreciation
Notes to keep you on track for the future
Establish a bookkeeping system that works for you
Unlimited email support

Schedule your FREE consultation today at
mainelybookkeeping.com

