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How lucky are we to live and play in such a beautiful 
place?  Not a day goes by that I’m not struck by the beauty of 
our watersheds and especially our amazing fishing opportuni-
ties.  Maine has 5,785 lakes and too many rivers and streams 
to count. Because of this, every year, Mainers and vacationing 
anglers alike head to our region as their destination of choice.  
 

Major League Fishing brought the best bass anglers in the 
world here … twice!  The Kayak Bass Fishing Federation has 
also held three regional championships here.  It’s no secret 
that our lakes and rivers are an asset that provides fantastic 
fishing and plays a role in driving our local economy.  
 

In an effort to market this asset the Chamber created the Mid-

Maine Bass committee, tasked with promoting the bass fishing 
opportunities in the region, as well as sponsoring the Maine 
Bass Nation Team Trail and various fishing events throughout 
the year.  While the committee does focus mostly on small-
mouth and largemouth bass fishing, it also raises awareness of 
other fishing opportunities that draw anglers from every-
where. Maine is most famous for its brook trout and salmon 
fishing, along with striped bass, shad, black crappie and 
more.   
 

When you look at a map of the Mid-Maine Chamber of Com-
merce territory it’s obvious why sportsmen flock to Great 
Pond in the Belgrades, China Lake, and Webber Pond …  and 
the list goes on and on.  Bassmaster Magazine recently high-
lighted these three lakes in their top 100 bass lakes in the na-
tion! There’s so much to choose from that it can be over-
whelming, so check out www.midmainebass.com and our Fa-
cebook page, designed to help our angling friends choose the 
right spot for fishing adventures. We welcome you to check us 
out, give a like, and submit a photo of your catch. The more 
interaction, the better the content for all.   
 

Personally, fishing the local lakes is a ceaseless reminder of all 
that’s good in the world and that’s very refreshing during 
these challenging times.  Throughout the pandemic, people 
have enjoyed the Maine outdoors at record levels!  And while 
Covid is a constant reminder of just how fragile we all are, the 
circumstances have proven how important it is to protect our-
selves and our lakes and lands for future explorers to enjoy.  I 
hope you find some time to enjoy all our region has to offer 
and hook into a couple of lunkers along the way.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Guarino, Mid-Maine Chamber Board Member  

mailto:marketing@midmainechamber.com
http://www.midmainechamber.com
http://www.facebook.com/MidMaineChamber
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=1829258
http://www.instagram.com/midmainechamber
http://www.twitter.com/midmainechamber
http://www.midmainebass.com


 

June Mid-Maine Chamber Calendar 

 

Friday, June 3                    7:45 a.m.          Board of Directors 

Monday, June 13                    8:30 a.m.          KV Connect Steering Committee 

Tuesday, June 8                    Noon                 Public Policy Committee 

Tuesday, June 21                    8:00 a.m.          Executive Board  
Wednesday, June 22              7:30 a.m.          Marketing & Membership Committee 
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The Kennebec Valley Council of Governments, the region’s eco-
nomic and community development organization, is supporting 
municipalities and local businesses with its Regional Diversity Ini-
tiative. Developed in 2020 by a handful of Town leaders and busi-
nessowners, the effort aims to encourage workforce develop-
ment and bolster business recruiting efforts by promoting diversi-
ty, inclusion, and a sense of community welcome.  
 

The benefits of this undertaking are many. Maine faces popula-
tion issues that pose considerable headwinds to the state’s eco-
nomic growth and prosperity. As older people retire, and younger 
graduates move away this can lead to stagnation in business de-
velopment and innovation. Maine has attempted to solve this 
issue by increasing incentives to draw new people here. Business-
es eyeing Maine and elsewhere are increasingly prioritizing diver-
sity and welcome as a community asset when choosing a new 
location for small and large-scale projects. It may also be worth 
mentioning that this improves the quality of life for all who live 
here.  
 

For Ella Bowman of Oakland, this issue is very personal. Prior to 
serving as the town manager, Bowman was a police officer for 
over 15 years. With more than two decades of public service to 
the town, she was relieved to see community support when she 
recently came out as a transgender woman. As one of the first 
members of the Diversity Initiative, she knows how much value it 
holds for Oakland. “My idea is that we’re public servants, and we 
have a responsibility to treat everybody in our communities fairly 
and without bias,” Bowman said. “And we have diversity all 
through our communities. That is the population that we’re serv-
ing.” 

The Diversity Initiative published a Resolution that both Municipal 
governments and businesses in the region have chosen to adopt, 
signaling their support for residents of any color, creed, or charac-
teristic, creating a sense of welcome and safety that Maine has 
long been poised to provide. Members including Waterville, 
Winslow, and Oakland, along with businesses in the area includ-
ing Verizon, Hannaford, and FirstPark, have all been involved in 
KVDI since the beginning. The group approached KVCOG in early 
2022 to provide a home for the Initiative, tapping Community 
Resilience Coordinator Robyn Stanicki to fill the role of project 
manager. “We are still in the developing phase of what we expect 
to be a significant aspect of economic development and commu-
nity growth,” she says. “As with all our services, KVCOG looks to 
our members, to be responsive to their needs. This project was 
one of those that needed an anchor, and we are glad to provide 
staff and host meetings or trainings if that’s what the group 
would like to do.” 
 

Still, a large share of the work includes recruiting new towns and 
businesses to sit on the committee and share their views. The 
Initiative is building a vision that includes training events pro-
moting diversity and offering a space for business and community 
leaders to sift through these complex social issues to come up 
with a path forward. To inquire, Town leaders and Community 
members are asked to  
contact Robyn Stanicki through email at rstanicki@kvcog.org 

 

The group plans a June launch of their efforts through their Face-
book page and website, kvcog.org. 
 

mailto:rstanicki@kvcog.org
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Maine Community Foundation is pleased to an-
nounce Deborah Ellwood as their seventh president 
and CEO.  
 

The Maine Community College System has selected 
Karen Normandin as the next president of Kenne-
bec Valley Community College.   
 

Congratulations to Sage Clukey & Thomas Dean 
New Dimensions FCU’s $2500 scholarship winners! 

 

The Colby College Museum of Art would like to 
announce that Erica Wall will become the new di-
rector of the Lunder Institute for American Art. 
 

CB Plourde welcomes two new agents to their 
team, Trisha Ware and Sydney Plourde.  
 

Congratulations to the Thomas College President's 
Innovation Challenge pitch competition winners: 
Shawnna Frost ’23, Griffin Mayhew ’22, and Elisa-
beth Sanborn ’22 who collaborated on a mental 
health project earning $1,000 for their 1st place win. 
 

U.S. Small Business Administration has named Tim 
Hobbs as the new deputy district director of the ME 
District Office, charged with helping manage the 
office and deliver SBA programs to small enterprises 
in ME.  
 

Camden National Bank announced that Christopher 
Hutchinson has joined their Finance team as Senior 
Vice President, Corporate Controller. In his new 
role, Hutchinson will oversee the finance and ac-
counting departments at the Bank.  
 

A shout out to Adam Douin and his two fellow  
Central Maine Power Co. workers Jeffrey Dyer and 
Carl Urquhart, that were first to arrive at a burning 
home and able to catch a women who had about a 
20 foot fall.  True heroes!  
 

 

 

People News 
 



 

 

Every Thursday in June, 9:00—11:00 a.m., 
MMRACE & The Waterville Public Library Present: 
JOB SEARCH LAB.  
FMI: adulted@aos92.org  
 

Every Thursday in June, 7:00—7:30 p.m., Water-
ville Public Library offers Book Bites! (Facebook 
Read-A-Loud)  
FMI: www.facebook.com/watervillelibrary/   
 

Every Thursday in June,  July and August join 
Waterville Creates, Waterville Public Library, and 
Colby Museum of Art for arts in the park at Head 
of Falls.  FMI: www.watervillecreates.org/events  
  

Every Friday in June, Waterville Public Library  
presents Rhymetime: for Babies, Toddlers and 
Their Grownups at 10:30 a.m.! FMI: 
www.watervillelibrary.org  
 

June 1 at 12:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a webi-
nar on Funding Your Business. FMI: https://
southernmaine.score.org/ 

 

June 1 at 6:00 p.m. Community Draw class at Ti-
conic Gallery and Studio, a division of Waterville 
Creates. FMI: https://www.watervillecreates.org/
events/ 

 

Starting June 3 The Maine Film Center, a division 
of Waterville Creates presents Hit the Road at 
Railroad Square Cinema.  FMI: https://
www.watervillecreates.org/events/ 

  

 

 

 

June 4 at 10:00 a.m. Join the Ticonic Gallery a 
division of Waterville Creates for an immersive, 
hands-on, digital photography workshop; See Like 
a Camera with John Meader. FMI: https://
www.watervillecreates.org/events/ 

 

June 7 at 5:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a work-
shop on Buying or Selling your business. FMI: 
https://southernmaine.score.org/ 

 

June 9 at 7:30 a.m. Join Mainebiz for a State of 
the State of Maine’s Healthcare. FMI: https://
www.mainebiz.biz/mainebiz-events 

 

June 10 at 8:00 a.m. 20th annual Golf Fore a 
Cause Tournament hosted by Spectrum Genera-
tions. FMI: https://
www.spectrumgenerations.org/events/golf-fore-a
-cause 

 

June 10 at 5:30 p.m. Snow Pond Center for The 
Arts presents LeAnn Rimes ~ The Store...So Far 
Tour. FMI: https://snowpond.org/ 

 

June 14 at 12:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a 
Resources for Your Small Business or Nonprofit 
webinar. FMI: https://southernmaine.score.org/ 

 

June 15 at 5:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a webi-
nar on Starting Your Own Business. FMI: https://
southernmaine.score.org/ 
 

Starting June 17 The Waterville Opera House, a 
division of Waterville Creates, presents A Flea in 
Her Ear. FMI: https://www.watervillecreates.org/
events/ 
 

June 17-19 Join the American Lung Association 
for the 38th annual Trek Across Maine.  FMI: 
https://action.lung.org/site/TR?
fr_id=22000&pg=entry 

 

June 18 at 10:00 a.m. Watercolor of the Seasons: 
Moon Phases and the Luna Moth painting session 
at Ticonic Gallery and Studio, a division of Water-
ville Creates. FMI: https://
www.watervillecreates.org/events/ 

 

June 20 at 6:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a 
Quickbooks Online Webinar. FMI: https://
southernmaine.score.org/ 

 

June 22 at 4:00 p.m. On the Road with Mainebiz 
reception in Dover-Foxcroft. FMI: https://
www.mainebiz.biz/mainebiz-events 

 

June 23 at 6:00 p.m. Join SCORE Maine for a Your 
Business, Your Money workshop. FMI: https://
southernmaine.score.org/ 

 

June 24 at 9:00 a.m. KVCAP’s 8th annual Mark K. 
Johnston Memorial Golf Tournament at Lakewood 
in Madison.  FMI: https://www.kvcap.org/join-us-

for-the-mark-k-johnston-memorial-golf-
tournament/ 

 

June 28 at 8:00 p.m. See John Hiatt and the Gon-
ers featuring Sonny Landreth at the Waterville 
Opera House, a division of Waterville Creates.  
FMI: https://www.watervillecreates.org/events/ 
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    Go your own way!  
Explore Maine’s  

Kennebec Valley and see what adventures await 
right outside your front door!  

https://visitkennebecvalley.com/2020/01/explorer-

videos/  

Calendar of Events 
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Commercial & Residential  

Plumbing * Heating * Ventilation 

A/C * Refrigeration * Core Boring  

Metal Fab * Sales and Service 

Installs,  Maintenance and  

24 Hour Energy Service 

KNOWLESMECHANICAL.COM 

(207) 445-4092 
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Join MMCC and friends for an in-person Business After Hours  at 
Freedom’s Edge Cider in Albion! This event offers a great oppor-
tunity to mix and mingle with other business professionals. We will 
also be offering the mic to members who want to speak and let us 
know what your business has been doing. Visit 
www.midmainechamber.com for details. 
                    
                Sponsored by:                                                      Beverage Sponsor: 

  

 

With Chris MacKenzie, VP of Business Development, STARC  
Systems.  Listen in to hear how STARC Systems is transforming tra-
ditional commercial and healthcare construction projects with con-
tainment systems that are durable, reusable, and reconfigurable to 
suit each company’s unique needs.  
To register, and FMI: www.centralmaine.org. 

 

 

 

 

Harold Alfond Institute 

for Business Innovation 

Beverage Sponsor:  

Substance Abuse in the Workplace 

Wednesday, June 15 

5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Media & Video 

Sponsors 

Safety Management Consultant Alexis Flink from MEMIC will ad-
dress issues of substance abuse in the workplace with regard to 
impairment and detection.  
Pre-register today online www.midmainechamber.com. 

Major Sponsors 

 Thursday, June 9 

6:00—7:00 p.m.  

 

 

This is your opportunity to join us for a fantastic lunch at Amici’s Cucina to 
hear an informational presentation by Anna Ackerman, Entrepreneurship 
Programming Manager at the Roux Institute. 
Ackerman brings a diverse background to the team, having worked in 
economic development, human rights, political campaigns, and education. 
As a native Mainer, she is committed to driving innovation and economic 
growth through new and exciting entrepreneurship programs. 

FMI and to Pre-register today visit www.midmainechamber.com             

Wednesday, June 30 

11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Sponsored by: 

Sponsored by: 

Bricks Co Working, 10 Water Street, Waterville 

Best Western Plus, 375 Main Street, Waterville 

Thursday, September 8 

7:15—9:00 a.m. 



 

 

Member News 
GHM Insurance was recently appointed to The 
Hanover Insurance Group’s President’s Club, an 
elite group of independent insurance agencies 
from across the country.   
 

MaineGeneral Medical Center received an “A” 
for Patient Safety on the Spring 2022 Leapfrog 
Hospital Safety Grade.  MaineGeneral was also 
included on the Newsweek World’s Best Hospitals 
awards list 2022, including a special designation 
for infection prevention. 
 

Congratulations to Bangor International Airport 
which will receive $300k to rehabilitate its run-
way from FAA Airport Improvement Program. 
 

Skowhegan Savings Bank has reported its 2021 
financial results: $163.1MM in originated loans 
that represent a record high; net income in-
creased by nearly half, from $4.24MM in 2020 to 
$6.27MM. The bank’s assets climbed 8%, from 
$$722.3MM to $780.4MM, while its capital base 
increased 3% to $103.7MM. 
 

On April 13, Thomas College broke its one-day 
fundraising records during its 7th annual Day of 
Giving, generating over $797k with the help of 
more than 1500 donors.  Congrats! 
 

Bixby Chocolate a certified woman-owned bean 
to bar business, has been recognized for winning 
three sofi Awards, Gold for their Organic Crème 
Brûlée  bar, New Product for Crème Brûlée bar, 
and Confectionary Non-Chocolate for their Al-
lagash White Beer Brittle. 
 

KVCAP Transportation Services is seeking individ-
uals who are ready for a rewarding experience as 
a KV Van Volunteer Driver. All you need is a relia-
ble car, a desire to help others, and some free 
time. FMI:  Paula Grenier at 859-1561 or 
paulag@kvcap.org   
 

Lockwood Hotel has announced that it will be 
open for guests starting August 15.  FMI: 
www.lockwood-hotel.com/ 

 

 

 

United Way Kennebec Valley is hiring! If you are 
passionate about improving the lives of thou-
sands living in Kennebec County and would like to 
join a staff that truly appreciates your hard work, 
apply now to be our next Administrative Coordi-
nator. FMI: 
https://careers.unitedway.org/job/administrative
-coordinator-6 

 

SCORE Maine, a resource partner of the U.S. 
Small Business Administration, ranked 2nd na-
tionally for client engagement providing business 
mentoring to more than 4,300 entrepreneurs and 
small business owners across the state in 2021.  It 
delivered 108 webinars to more than 2,300 virtu-
al attendees. The economic impact and support 
helped start 224 new businesses and create 1,297 
non-owner new jobs. 
 

Starting mid-June Front & Main will be offering 
lunch.    
 

Northern Light Inland Hospital has received an 
“A” Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade for spring 
2022. This national distinction recognizes Inland 
Hospital’s achievements in protecting patients 
from preventable harm and error in the hospital. 
 

Cross Insurance recently acquired 2 New-
buryport, MA-based insurance agencies as the 
subsidiary of Cross Financial Corp.:  Harold 
Humphrey Insurance Agency Inc. and its sister 
agency, Byfield Insurance Agency Inc., both spe-
cializing in personal and small business coverage.  
It also opened a Newburyport, MA branch office 
located at Port Plaza Shopping Center, East 
Shops, 45 Story Ave. 
 

Woodfords Family Services will be returning to 
an in-person gathered event for the Auction Gala!  
Saturday, October 15 at 6pm at the Sheraton 
Sable Oaks in S. Portland.  Get ready for an even-
ing out with over one hundred silent auction 
items, the famous wall of wine, and some fabu-
lous live items with dinner and a movie! 
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4 hours 

Member Rate: $75 

Non-Member Rate: $105 

Full Day 

Member Rate: $125 

Non-Member Rate: $155 

https://careers.unitedway.org/job/administrative-coordinator-6
https://careers.unitedway.org/job/administrative-coordinator-6


 

Trampoline Design 

Paula Slayton 

86 Bluff Rd 

Bath, ME 04530 

paslayton@aol.com  
207-389-6310 

  

Northeast Asset Management, LLC 

Kevin Mattson 

134 Main St 

Winthrop, ME 04364 

sandy@dirigocapitaladvisors.com 

kevin@dirigocapitaladvisors.com  
207-440-7338 
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NEW MEMBERS 

For more information visit 
www.kvcc.me.edu 

mailto:paslayton@aol.com
mailto:sandy@dirigocapitaladvisors.com
mailto:kevin@dirigocapitaladvisors.com


 

Member Spotlight - Buddies Groceries 

Buddies Groceries is a locally owned and operated grocery store that 
is reminiscent of a simpler time. Father-son duo Bud and Shane Sav-
age have been servicing the central Maine community together for 
over 20 years with their multiple pharmacies. After acquiring Bud-
dies Groceries in 2020, they moved Oakland Pharmacy into the same 
building, making it a convenient one-stop-shop for those living, 
working, or vacationing in central Maine. 
 

Whether you’re stopping into Buddies to grab supplies for camp or 
running into the pharmacy for our great selection of fishing gear, it 
has everything you need to enjoy your summer at the lake all under 
one roof. Conveniently located on Main Street in Oakland, Buddies 
offers a full line of grocery items, fresh produce, quality cut meats, 
deli items, freshly baked goods, sundry items, and so much more! 

 

Buddies is proud to keep the community happy, healthy - and most 
of all, fed! They pride themselves on our high-quality selection of 
meats at affordable prices. Whatever your budget, it has bulk pack-
age meat specials that the knowledgeable staff will custom cut just 
for you – allowing you to keep your fridge and freezer stocked all 
year long. Hungry and in a rush? Skip the fast-food restaurants and 
check out the wide variety of quality, fresh and delicious meal op-
tions. From pizza kits and prepared meals to rotisserie chickens and 
hot sandwiches, Buddies makes mealtime easy so that you and your 
family can get back to doing more of what you love. Thirsty for a 

spirit? Buddies is also an agency liquor store with a wide range of 
liquors, wines, and a great selection of local craft beers. 
Not only does Buddies have exceptional food products, but it also 
provides a level of customer service that you won’t find anywhere 
else. Stop in today to see the difference it makes when you shop 
with a locally owned company and people who care.  
 

Open Monday-Saturday 7:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.; Sunday 8:00 a.m. - 
8:00 p.m. (207) 465-2621 - Like us on Facebook! 
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www.TasteofWaterville.com
Brought to you by Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce 

Wednesday, August 3, 2022     
Noon - 11PM    Head of Falls in Waterville 

Join us for an adult-focused day
 of great food, live music, cornhole

tournament, brew tasting,
culinary vendors, and more!

 



Follow us on Facebook  @tasteofwaterville

Downeast Brass



Print media  
sponsor 

Radio  
sponsor 

Proudly sponsored by: 

Best Western Plus - Colby/Coburn Rm. - 375 Main St., Waterville  - 7:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Cost per person: $20 members; $27 at the door and non-members. 
Mid-Maine Chamber of Commerce, 50 Elm Street, Waterville, ME 04901-6015 

TO REGISTER: www.midmainechamber.com or email: Cindy@midmainechamber.com 

  • PHONE: 873-3315 • FAX: 877-0087 

 

(PLEASE NOTE: Cancellations must be two (2) business days prior to the event  
to avoid being charged.).   

 

 

 

 Sept. 8:  Substance Abuse in the Workplace: Safety Management Consultant     
  Alexis Flink from MEMIC will address issues of substance abuse in the  
  workplace with regard to impairment and detection. 
 

Oct. 6:  Legislative Topic: TBD. 
 

Nov. 10:  Hybrid Working Arrangements: How to Effectively Manage Employees 
  and Productivity: Back by popular demand, CEO/Owner of Career       
  Management Associates,  David Ciullo, and Peter Lowe, lawyer at Brann   
  & Isaacson, will present on the new reality of hybrid working in the organi
  zation.  
    
Dec. 8:  Unconscious Bias Topics: Ellen Miller, Senior VP of Business Operations, 
  TRC Companies, Inc. will present on diversity, equity and inclusion in the 
  workplace, addressing unconscious bias.   

Video  
sponsor 

mailto:programs@midmainechamber.com


 
     

     
  

 

 

 

Join us for our next Business After Hours event:  

Freedom’s Edge Cider 

 420 Quaker Hill Rd., Albion 

Wednesday, June 15 - 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Take this opportunity for an evening of ‘greats’ - great networking, great 

food and drinks, and some great prizes! 

 

Business After Hours Events – Remainder of 2022 - 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
July 20:  Kennebec Valley Community College 
    92 Western Avenue, Fairfield 
  
September 21:  Snow Pond Center for the Arts 
    8 Goldenrod Lane, Sidney 
  
October 19:   State Farm Insurance—John Fortier 
    305 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Waterville  
  
November 16:  Central Maine Motors Auto Group 
    420 Kennedy Memorial Drive, Waterville 
 
December 14: Day’s Jewelers 
    80 Main Street, Waterville 
 

Join us for some 
wonderful networking 

opportunities. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join us for an enjoyable lunch and a great speaker – 

Thursday, June 30! 

 
LEADERSHIP LUNCHEON 

June 30, 2022 –  
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 

Amici's Cucina~ 137 Main St., Waterville 

 

 

Entrepreneurship Programming Manager at the Roux Institute, Anna Ackerman, will speak at the Mid-Maine 

Chamber Leadership Luncheon on Thursday, June 30 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Amici’s Cucina, 137 Main 
Street, Waterville.  

  

Enjoy a fabulous lunch and meet Anna. She brings a diverse background to the Roux Institute team, having 

worked in economic development, human rights, political campaigns, and education. Ackerman holds a B.A. in 

Gender and Women’s Studies from Bowdoin College and a Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy from the 
Fletcher School at Tufts University. 

As a native Mainer, Anna is committed to driving innovation and economic growth through new and exciting 

entrepreneurship programs. 

Join us for this interactive presentation, as Anna shares her ideas on how to make space for creativity and big 

ideas in the workplace, interjecting some of her own personal experiences working with entrepreneurs.  

 

To register, visit www.midmainechamber.com or call 873-3315. Registration for Chamber members is $25. 

Non-members and at the door, $30. Registration includes lunch.  
 

Leadership Luncheons are          

Co-Hosted By: 

This program is proudly sponsored by: 

Anna Ackerman 

http://www.midmainechamber.com/





